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Commercial/Healthcare Exchange PA Criteria
Effective: November 7th, 2018

Prior Authorization: Lucemyra

Products Affected: Lucemyra (lofexidine)

Medication Description:
Lofexidine is a central alpha-2 adrenergic receptor agonist that binds to adrenergic receptors, reducing the release

of norepinephrine and decreasing sympathetic tone. Lofexidine is the first FDA-approved non-opioid agent indicated to
minimize withdrawal symptoms to aid in sudden opioid discontinuation. According to the American Society of Addiction
Medicine (ASAM), buprenorphine and methadone are the standard treatment options to manage withdrawal symptoms
from opioids. Other options in the ASAM guidelines to manage opioid withdrawal are alpha-2 adrenergic agonists, such
as clonidine and lofexidine. Due to its high selectivity for the alpha-2A receptor, lofexidine is thought to be associated
with less anti-hypertensive activity than clonidine, and therefore might be more useful in an outpatient setting where
blood pressure monitoring is more difficult.

Covered Uses: To minimize withdrawal symptoms to aid in sudden opioid discontinuation.

Exclusion Criteria:
A. Patient is under 18 years of age
B. Pregnancy or breast feeding
C. Prolonged QT internal (> 450 msec for males, > 470 msec for females)

Required Medical Information:
D. Diagnosis

Age Restrictions: ≥ 18 years of age

Prescriber Restrictions: N/A

Coverage Duration: 6 months

Other Criteria:
A. Prescriber to provide verbal attestation that if patient is currently taking methadone, baseline electrocardiogram

(ECG) has been performed; AND
B. Prescriber to provide verbal attestation that patient is NOT prescribed concurrent opioid medication without

explanation (verified by state opioid database, if available)
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